
June 23, 2008: Rodriguez Introduces Legislation Honoring American GI Forum

  Washington, DC-Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) today introduced legislation
expressing gratitude for the contributions of the American GI Forum on its 60th anniversary. 
The American GI Forum was founded in 1948 when Mexican-American and other Hispanic
American veterans returning home from World War II were denied the guaranteed veteran's
benefits of education, medical care, housing, and other basic benefits provided by the GI Bill. 
The full House of Representatives is expected to pass the legislation this week.   

  &quot;As we look toward passage of a new GI Bill for our veterans it's important to recall the
contributions of the San Antonio based GI Forum for our veterans that deserved the thanks and
support of our nation, but who had to fight for what they deserved,&quot; said Rodriguez, a
member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee and Chair of the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus' Veterans Task Force.  &quot;Today, I am proud to fight for the best in care for all of our
veterans including those coming home from Iraq and Afghanistan and those who served in the
past.&quot;   

  

  Sixty years ago Dr. Hector P. Garcia, a US Army Major and veteran of World War II,
established the American GI Forum in Corpus Christi, Texas, to address the concerns of
Mexican-American veterans who were segregated from other veterans groups.  Dr. Garcia
initially formed the group to request services for World War II veterans of Mexican descent who
were denied medical services by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs. The Forum
soon spread into non-veteran's issues, advocating for the civil rights of Mexican Americans.  

  

  The GI Forum's first campaign was on the behalf of Felix Longoria, a Mexican American
private who was killed in the Philippines in the line of duty. Upon the return of his body to Texas,
he was denied funeral services by a mortuary due to his race.  Dr. Garcia requested the
intercession of then-Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, who secured Longoria's burial in Arlington
National Cemetery. The case brought the American GI Forum to national attention, and
chapters were opened throughout the country.  

  

  Ten years ago, in 1998, Congress officially recognized the GI Forum with a charter.  The GI
Forum's motto is &quot;Education is Our Freedom and Freedom Should be Everybody's
Business.&quot; The Forum currently operates chapters throughout the United States, with a
focus on veteran's issues, education, and civil rights. Its two largest national programs are the
San Antonio-based Veterans Outreach Program, and the Dallas-based Service, Employment,
Redevelopment-Jobs for Progress, Inc.  

  

  Below is the full text of the legislation Rodriguez introduced:  
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  RESOLUTION  

  

  Expressing gratitude for the contributions of the American GI Forum on its 60th anniversary.  

  

  Whereas millions of veterans returning home from World War II looked to the guarantee of
educational, medical, housing, and other basic benefits provided by the GI bill;  

  

  Whereas these benefits were denied in large part to Americans of Mexican descent and other
Hispanics throughout  

  

  the United States;  

  

  Whereas the American GI Forum was founded in 1948 by Army Major Hector P. Garcia, a
physician from Corpus Christi, Texas, in response to such inequities;  

  

  Whereas the Forum's motto is ‘‘Education Is Our Freedom and Freedom Should Be
Everybody's Business'';  

  

  Whereas in 1998 the Forum was granted a Federal charter pursuant to an Act of Congress
(Public Law 105-231);  

  

  Whereas one of the purposes expressed in the Forum's charter is ‘‘fostering and enlarging
equal educational opportunities, equal economic opportunities, equal justice under the law, and
equal political opportunities for all United States citizens, regardless of race, color, religion, sex,
or national origin'';  
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  Whereas the Forum's Veterans Outreach Program is based in San Antonio, Texas, and
provides training, employment, and counseling for veterans in the Southwestern United States;
and  

  

  Whereas the American GI Forum continues to be a beacon of hope and an avenue for
involvement for returning veterans and ordinary citizens aspiring to improve conditions within
their own communities: Now, therefore, be it  

  

  Resolved, That the House of Representatives-  

  

  (1) recognizes the need for equal access to veterans' benefits for all who have honorably
served;  

  

  (2) supports the goals, ideals, and deeds of the American GI Forum and its members;  

  

  (3) commends the work of the American GI Forum on its 60th anniversary; and  

  

  (4) encourages others to join with the American GI Forum to ensure that veterans are never
again denied the benefits they rightfully deserve.  

  

  # # #  

  Congressman Ciro D. Rodriguez (TX-23) serves as a Member of the powerful House
Appropriations Committee and the Veterans Affairs Committee.  For more information about
Rodriguez, see his website at http://rodriguez.house.gov/   
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